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HAIG'S VETERANS

HOLDING TEUTONS
i

Divisions Worn by March
21 Battle Bear Brunt

of Attack

YIELD GROUND SLOWLY

Bv PHILIP GIBBS
Special Cable to Evening Public Ledger

Covvriaht, tilt, bv Stw York Tlmts Co.

War Correspondent.' Headquarters on
the Western Front, May 2D.

When the Germans attacked In
Flanders between the neighborhood of
the Locre Hospice and Krulstra. a
front of about Ave miles, they were
able after vlotent gunfire to take a
few of the French outposts, like
Pompier and Estamlnet and the farm
near It. which the French themselves
had gained by their successful effort
on May 20, and here and there they
penetrated the French forward line
as In copses east of Dlckebusch lake.
Tuesday morning the French troops
counter-attacke- and restored the sit- -

uation almost exactly as It was, with
the a party of in(? it on
uerraans remained ,n

Allied up
(II tVUIIIC'piUII III V ll LIIU I VIII.Hi HJ , ja number of casualties, m purieci
lost sixteen as prisoners and six
machine guns.

At the moment of th German at-
tack yesterday, it was doubtful
whether It was Intended as a serious
effort to gain ground In depth, and
whether the would be
followed by waves to carry
It through against the main French
defenses. Tt Is now fairly clear

was not Intended, but It was a
minor action to grab back Just the
stietch of territory which had been
lost on the and also, no doubt, as
a demonstration timed to colncldo
with the great battle down south along
the of the Aisne,

German prisoners are of this opin-
ion, and, anyhow, It does not matter
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Americans Fighting
taken

iy"cil. ""?.:;?: 2t,'rf"0 the great .aging between

by the French, who have Rheims nnd Scissons. Correspond- -

llshed thelr'positlons. ents the French troops de--

Shifts to scribed the gallant part that Amei- -
'For the time the of ican regiments are playing. They

the war Is shifted to the position on
the where the enemy has v. ere brought into action with the
struck heavily great ce. while , reserve called upon help
still threatening northern front
with huge numbets of men nnd nr stem the
tlllery concentration. With that b it-- Americans part in coun- -

I have to as n w.r ter.attacks were launched the
correspondent, ns It Is outside my '

boundaty. but here In the face great clouds poison
our thoughts with those divisions scnt over by the Germans,
of ouis, the Twentv-flrst.Twen- - "

and Fiftieth, which have Premier Clemenceau, has
heavily engaged In this new battle j gone the said a

'" tHe f I'rench patch from Paris today. (It as-- It

Is luck on them, hut they that the French Piemier has
have fought with the courage that '

one the Aisne now
made their divisions glorious In
battles. It Is haul lurk on them, for the critical field the struggle.)
they to bear the brunt of the i ., ,
German onslaught of 21 and Berlin s Claims
the following weeks, and their bat- - phe Germans have penetrated a
taltons fought nfter day and . ,

after night against overwhelming ' depth eleven
odds, falling fc.ick slowly at times miles the positions the
Ir.v.VSfnTtt.Sce'l'ne foe" Aisne according to the claims
and fighting real actions the Berlin War Office in yes-ma-

the pay a frightful tel.day.s iast night's reports. The
price and at last brought him to a .

dead halt. capture 15,000 pnsoneis also was
These Are Brave .Men claimed. The maximum penetration

Tf.'.'.1,"f,rsrnn,d was attained only two points
other battalions of the Divl- - . .

slnn were men who had made a forced the center the new drive,
march to the battlefields of the I.ys .

A w lff telegram filed
when the Portuguese were broken. . . .

and by the sheer vnlor of the voung, Tuesday, in giving an
sergeants, coiporals and prl- - ;0unt the fighting the

vate soldiers llghting in small bodies.
holding iKolited positions, holding on des Dames (Aisne front),
to the deith when surrounded by briefly mentions that among the

W'wVaf'rnTberrra P"s"ers taken tr0m e Brltiri, are
e.r five times their own. stag, number ot American doctors

gerlng tn new attacks when at
last they were so tired that they could
hardly stand or walk or keep awake,
stopped the gap which the enemy tried
to force and broke tho head of his
battering ram.

was It with the other British
divisions. The faced the ene-
my's wild ncioss the old Romme

and tnat tide Vesle, Germans
their bodies, barring the to the Chemin-des-Dam- and

Amiens, ineir siiini never tailing!
though their losses were manv. nnd
obeying the commander-in-chief'- s

watchword of fighting to the last with
their to the wall.

Twenty-firs- t division vet-
erans of this war. Their first baptism'
of fire was In the battle of Loos ages
ngo. as time counts now.
were in the leticat that followed
March 21 of this spring, and thlrrearguard actions were fought small
bodies of men tried to the last point

human fatigue, hut giving
ground taking toll of tho
enemv.

Tried Veterans Face Attack
The division fought

through from Wvtschaete Ridge to
the end of the Flanders battles last
year, and then when the German of-

fensive began at the end of March
this year fought again, as then, with
dogged devotion and beyond tho
fear of death. They had long hard
Innings, too long except for our great
need, too hard except that they never
lost their fighting spirit, nnd tn sepa-
rate bodies Stenwerk and
Messlnes they It out. not only
with amazing endurance, Dut with a
quality of courage enabled
them to attack and counter-attack- , so
that the enemy had to give ground
before them.

Those English county troops are the
men against .whom the enemy has
hurled new masses of fresh troops,
and the heart their old comrades

here in the goes out to them.

U.S. Encourages
Slavic Independence

Continued from re On

lav nation is a v ital interest of Italy,
just the completion of Italian na-

tionality Is a vital Intent of the
Jugoslav nation. And, therefore, the
representatives of the two peoples
nledge themselves to use their utmost
effort to the end that during the war
and' at the moment of peace these
alms of the two peoples maybe fully
attained in their entirety.

Second. They that the libera-
tion of the Adriatic Sea and de-

tent every and event-
ful .nemy la a vital Interest of the

Third. They pledge themselves to
resolve amicably-t- the Interest of fu-

ture good and sincere relations be.
tween the two peoples, the various ter-
ritorial' on the. bails
nationality and the, rights of peoples
to decide their own fate, and tn such
a manner as not to Injure the vital
Interests of the two nations, to be
defined at the moment peace. - ,

Kourth. The nuclei of one people.
. JmFhieii have to be Included .wltnln

sLti.irontlni others, shallf'"JittMUthj, right to hav. their lnj--'
i aesnu atwvewwwnwLutnt ' -...'u.'jAt .'

Contlnned from Tate One

"An enemy
Gtvenchy and'' La was

hostile attack south of the
Canal of

our after

"North of Albert, in the
hood east of and

' of hostile artil
lery was active.

"East Arras and south of Lens
was activ

ity."
in Action

French reserves been hurled
into the battle of the along

River, putting the
on the German on

center.
The Allies still hold the plateau to

of
of Vesle and

Aisne and south of

On right British
the

mis morning

J. i j, The hns al- -

ready hurled into
battle. Foch's

now is equilibrium
of the center, in region Fismes.

The soldiers ciossed
Vesle River a bridge

a most furious around
says a fr.om

Aisne front The now
face to with Allied

reserve in that zone.

American troops have part
battle

w;th
Intcrest Alsne

being Interest

Alsne.
In foi force to

our German advance.
The took

tle nothing do that in
up north of dense

aie
Eighth. France,ty.flfth been

to battle front,
AIS"e m'dSt is

hard sumed
t0 battle front,

manv of
helped

March

day night
maximum of about

be- - into Allied on
front,

guard which of its
and

at in
of
Buieau in

Berlin on
of along

Chemin

times a
up

Ro
Eighth

rush

backs
ate

They too

by

of never up

all

pride

stuck

which

of
up noith

affirm
Its

actual

bf

of
mav

of be guar

have

to
of

on of

in

of

of

of

The enemy advance is in the shape
of a double triangle.

The larger one's base extends from
Berry-au-Ba- c, a distance of about
twenty-en- e miles in an air line. Its
npex is on the southern bank of the

battlefield helped stem where th have
bv way crossed

The

without

between

against

Allied

nerman

the Ailette. Aisne and Vesle Riveis.
The other triangle has for its base

the nine-mil- e front from Berry-au- -

Bac to Brimont.
Official Reports

The text of last night's statement
from the French War Ofnco follows--.

Last night and today the enemy,
taking advantvgs of his numerical
suj eriority, renewed his thrust

more strongly toward the south-

west of Soissons. On our left we
counter - attacked vigorously,
stopped the German advance and
broke up attacks on the heights of

and Vregny,
northeast of Soissons, and on the
heights in the region of Ciry, Sals-ogn- e

and Vasseny, dominating the
Vesle Valley.

The principal effort was directed
toward rolling bach the center on

the line of the Vesle, which the
Germans succeeded in crossing at
several points, notably in the re-

gion' of Bazoches and Fismes.
On our right the British with-

stood the assaults against the
Massif of St. Thierry, inflicting
particularly heavy losses.

(A "massif" is a principal mountain
mass, more or less distinctly defined by
valleys and culminating In one or more
eminences )

The text of the official report from
Fitld Marshal Halg last night reads:

Counter-attack- s carried out early
this morning by French and British
troops successfully our
line east of Dlckebusch Lake. Sev-
eral prisoners were captured. In the
enemy's. attacks yesterday morning in
'this sector and to the south as far as
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BATTLE AISNE

Neuville-sur-Margiv-

rf .nr fntir rlprmnn riKfstnnn arc
known to have been engaged

In the course of the fighting heavy
losses were Inflicted on these divisions.
The Allied line has been maintained
at all points

Notwithstanding the smaller strength
of the Kntente forces, they did their
utmost to stay tho Immense pressure
of the enmv troops, ton times their
number. The German rush, which was
one of the most rapid since the begin-
ning of th- - war. could not he held,
however, ns way' after wae In dense
lines came forward

The situation Is considered more re-

assuring both here and in Paris Most
recent adlces from the front how that
while the lolence of the rncm.v's effort
has not slackened, he Is making head-wa- v

onlv on the center, and that even
there thn momentum l giving slens of
lessening The Allies an beginning to
react with effect on tho wlng.

The retirement of th Trench and
British was mad? In progressive, or-

ganized fahlon. the troops dctrnvlng
r material as thev lft or taking It

along with them The armv staff still
retains the fullest crnfldencp In the out

i

come of the battle
The attack on the Alsne front can-

not be considered a ' sideshow," being
the second most etense offensive of
th a on the westtrn front

The Times sas it lmplle nn intention
to memce Paris more directlv. hut does
not Imply an abandonment of the
thrust on Amiens and the Sommo
estuarv or the threat against tho Chan-
nel ports

AMERICAN ARTILLERY
BREAKS GAS ATTACK

With the Amerltnn Armv In Lorraine,
Mav 29 Tile terrific gns attack was
broken up hv American artllkiy lire
nfter two batches of gai had bien
thrown into Amerh-i- positions duns
began pounding the pioltclor livout as
soon as the first Hock of "tin (ins' wms
sent oer and soon had pounded the nut-f- it

to pieces
During the attack the Germans dis-

patched a patrol of sitv men against
American outposts In the gassed area
expecting to take some prisoners as n
result of tho anticipated p iralwatlon of
tho defender The Ami rlean outposts
were very much on the job. howevt r, and
nut the Germans with stiff title and
grenade (Ire. In a two-hou- r fight the
Germans failed to penetrate the Amer-
ican wires anil (inallv letlred Their
losses were considerable

The Americans hold , dilllciilt posi-
tion here, their trendies tunning through
n wood and nur several small hills.

Ti,.. f.iu iikeil In the itroleUor attack
was evidently pnnsgene rmeu i n
iiinst.ud pas It nffiets Ihe mak- - ran. wenpon thev have
lng inclining almost linpossiim- - n.
was tlunwn over In two wparnte
h.atchis. The first crashed through the
tiees nf the Utile wood and ft 11 within
a small .ilea less than t.nii v irds In
dlametei. The other fell on the front
line tienches, where the liovs hhv the
flash of Ihe projectors In time to don
theh masks.

II Is pi.utlc.illy Impossible fin the
Germans to suiprise the Amerii.in out-

posts as the lesult of an ingenious slgn.il
sv sl m which the voung "IMIsons in the
army have Invented

'CAMOUFLAGE VICTORY"

tO QUIET TEUTON MOBS

fU'tfttrn tt llx ' iirri Vrs
New 1rk, Mav :

Persistent German saciitlce of min-
now or along the subordinate Aisne front
Is the Ik st rvldence the enemv have
gin that thev ronsldf r an advrniv to
the I'l.inml ports too difficult an entci-prls- e

to be undci taken at tills time
The Alsne operations have gone too

fai to be tonsldercd sob Iv as a feint
The death toll that has had to lie paid
for the grins In the teirltorv has been
too heavv to iiiFtlfv the theorv that the
foe has desired slmplv to create a di-

vers on The AImv drive must be le-

gal ded as i majoi operation, under-
taken in obedience tn the clnmoi of the
German people for more victories The
real victory, entailing the culture of
Hoiilogne, Calais and Dunkirk

has been Judged bv the
Kaisers advisers as too dlttleult to at-

tempt So the German general staff
seemlnglv was ordered to win a showv
success that might be dished up In a
manner to unlet, fur the moment, the
threnlining murmuis of the people or
the Central Umpires

There is no doubt that the Allied
front along the Aisne has been wenklv
held Gencial Koch was perfect! v sound
In his Judgment In weakening It He
has had to do this In order to insure
the safely of the channel pons, which
Is ih nai.amount i onsidc ration

ror

the tn(.eIf
within tho

,.
Allies are paving security

of the channel coast
It Is aeknouli dgnient h

lllndenbuig that he cannot disre-
gard clamorous cries of the

fed tales ot victory,
although sound military policy against

sacrifices sucn re
quire. Miateglc situation, In raci,
seems be getting out of Von linden- -
burg reach and is neiomuur political

lt3 purpose This Is alwas a
sign and not Infrequently the fore-
runner nf disintegration

Mamh Chunk Dron German
Mnurh Chunk. Pa.. 29. Although

Supervising Principal Heckcrt om
mended the School Board that the
study of German be continued an-
other so that students mav obtain
two credit requited hv some

board decidid dlop
man French pinbahly Spanish will
e substituted.
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The black line thow the present German line. The broken line shows German line at Ihe open-in- ?

of the olTniMvc. The enemv has rrosed the Vesle, paralleling the Ai'tie at an average distance nf
5 to 10 mile: in the regions of Baznihe and FUme. The left has broken up heavj attarks on the

Ncmllle-Vrcgn- line.

Yankees Break Two
Attacks on Cantigny

Continued from One

until his wounds fotccd him tn lay
down.

i;nemv I'mler forer
Tlie bodies ltld In the glass, in ry

fields, in dugouts -- - nnywbeie there
was the slightest cover

Then tame the work with bavonets,
grenades nnd tlame throwers. Thirty
Get mans were Incinerated In dug-

out when they fired on the Americans
after ci.vlng "Ivnmertid!"

Hlg cellars in Cantigny, where
was possible to conceal a bundled
tionps, were completely smashed by
Ameiic.in artillery. Enemy losses
vveie probably the heaviest In these
pits of death.

Germans toward the Ameri-
cans "Kamcindlng" In groups of
and twentv from dugouts or when
thev vveie cornel ed

In hand-t- o hand lighting the Amen
lung", used the

The

Ger

learned to love tho bavonet and the
bodies squealed like Ijlgs when they
faced the cold steel.

Pilsoneis were n polvglot mess,
from bovs of eighteen nine-

teen to men of fortv-five- . All were
suffering ftotn shell shock, n lesult of
the tremendous bombaidment which
pipcciled the nssnult.

Trench ofiloors gave the highest
also the offensive spit It of the

Amet leans Not onlv did thv show-n-

hesitation In the assault, but their
officers expei lenced considerable dif-

ficulty in holding them back.
Wounded Americans Cheerful
(list question asked bv vvoundel

soldleis ni living nt the hospital was
always ns to when they would be able
to return to the line.

"If thing like this Is com-

ing I don't want to miss ex-

plained one.
Lieutenant Albert T. Billings, of

Urooklvn. was brought in with a slight
scalp wound

At the same time Lieutenant Butler,
another merlcan soldier, was brought

wounded .
"Hello. Butler." shrftitcd Billings,

"where did thev vou""
"In the leg," replied Butler laconically,

then added, "Thev tried give you a
hair cut."

"Ves. ihev neaily finished me." re-

plied Hillings "A machine-gu- n bullet
plowed through front nf m tin derby
and out the other side. If It had heen
half an Inch on the other u birds
uonld have been sending me daisies
How- - Is Lieutenant Churchill?'

"Well, he spun amund bv a shell,
he is all right, I terkon,"

answ er.
We gave them anyway,"

Billings. "Mo a snooze.
bed sheets now look mighty good to me "

Lieutenant Irvln Wood, of Oakland.
nl a graduate of the university orGermans those the Aisne men

camouflage victory undoubtedly because wNronsln. who

nprr,

Allied

vvounueel, was a
It least stronglv held part or patient
the front range of Teutonic, ,t un, ,,, n ,ttll n leg,"
reserves in w.stet n rane Tpl, ,e fo)k, , ,hn Slnt(,s
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the Alsne must be rega.ded as the price n- " -- V"" ,''"; f'"',""the for the

also an
Von

the Germans
to be with more

Is
the lume successes

The
to

s
In bad

Is

Mav
rei

to
for

ear,
ytars as

colleges, the to
or

v

the

I'nae
It

tlrts

one

It

The ran
ten

ranging or

pi to

The

nm more
off It,"

In

get

to

the

side

was
b'lt was the

hell,
for Mv

was
was

rI)p tnP

UUIItS M.I- - Mr,,,.. r.

ever attended It waa a regular party
walkaway "

After the first arrivals the doctors
were extremelv vvnrv In .handling the

ntlents until thev hi.l examined their
pockets Thev found the majoiitv ofS
them had hand gienades tucked all
over them. When four grenudes were
pulled fiom the hip nockets of one of
the bovs he dtavvled:

Gieat ball game this moinlng. doc."
All the Americans reheat sed the at-

tack In the rear of the lines, but many
of them said that when thev saw the
foolish looking tanks actually waddling
ncross the shell holes they had to
laugh. Some times they thought tht
tanks weren't going fast enough so
nev i an ahead of them.

Lieutenant Wood, of Oakland. Cal.,
said ho had the greatest difficulty In
1 hiding his men back. Wood was
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Two Lone Americans
Cause Berlin Boast

With (he American Army in
France, May 2!) An opportunity
to mention tho capture of "pils-

oneis fiom American regiments"
in the latest German ofllclnl com-

munication was afforded by the
captuie of two lone Americans

One of the Americans is miss-
ing In Plcardy nnd one In the
Luneville sector. These are the
only men reported missing

slightiv wounded, but Is o.ie of the
most enthusiastic men In France,

Washington, May 21.

Geneial Pershing's official com-

munique- relative to the capture of
Cantlgnv bv American ttoops .and

made public by the War Department,
follows:

In Plcardy our troops, attacking
on a front of one nnd one fourth
miles, advanced our lines nnd cap-

tured the village of Cantigny. We
took 200 prisoners nnd Inflicted on

cue nunc
ot attack,

mm
bioke down under our die. '

mine Woevre ar-
tillery on both active.
Earlv In the our aviators shot
down a hostile machine.

Complete details of the sl?eable
American attack In France against
Cnntignv will be given out hv the War

Baker declared
todav

Voicing officials of
the War Including the
Secretary, themselves as very
proud of the spirit and fighting abilities
of the Yankees

We aie constantly receiving teports
of the splendid valor and

of the American soldiers."
Secretary Baker said. "And I

proud of the part they playing The
details of these actions will told more

time.

in the communications from
General

With the Itrltlsh Army in France,
May 29. Two oillctrs were among the

taken bv In
their attack on village of

The attained all
their

The American attack was along a
front, and It seems to

have taken the Ameil- -
cans, bv French troops, Just
nbnnt three-cma- i of an hour to

their which in
cluded that amount or territory as
well ns the village of
exceptionally short time for such an

This (Ine showing comes
as a fitting piece to the
brilliant work done by the United
States soldleis In an enemy
assault made against them In the same
region One Ameil-c.a- n

division was attacked at that time.
' and th'e grav coats met with a com- -

plete levers.al at atl points.
' This enemv attack was not a heavy

one. However, ami was e.asnv aeu
with bv the who had
situation well In at all times.

Word of these two victories has
added much to the very favorable

which American troops
already have created along the British
front. It was a foregone

the Germans would make the
the enemv severe losses In killed and' newest oi uie- - .u,ib hub
wounded.' Our casualties were object an in nn attempt
tl.alir tmnll irntlli counterattacks CO nusn mull ciiciru, ucus

In Lot nnd in the
sides continued

day

first

Department, Secretary

great enthusiasm,
Department,

expressed

successful
operrtlons

am very
arc

be

completely
Pershing."

prisoners the Americans
the Can-

tigny. Americans
obtcctlves

liara-nittln- g

supported
teis

complete conquest,

Cantigny an

operation.
remarkably

companion

repulsing

yesterday morning.

Americans, the
hand

the

conclusion
that

rela-,h- e

wieill
a feeling that thev had formed a weak
link In the defending chain.

The general opinion of the way In
which these AmeiJcan tioops have
handled themselves In the last two
dnvs seems to be summed up In a
comment made to the correspondent
this nfternoon bv a French liaison
0nicer:

"Magnificent!" he exclaimed with
delight. "That is the sort of stuff we
will give the boche."

Diikincon Seminary Drops Germin
Ullllnmsport, Pa., Mav 29. The beard

of directors of Dickinson Seminary has
voted unanimously to discontinue tho
Eludv of (Merman and to substitute
Spanish The commencement exercises
were held .vesterday.

For Selfish and
Unselfish Reasons
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with pure rubber so that no two cords may touch to cause
friction. The thick, resilient, pure gum cushion, the
strongly reinforced bead and sidewall, the thick tough
tread, result in the very highest average ot service.
You add many miles to your present standard ot
"Most Miles per Dollar.

With Firestone Tubes. Tube Patches and
other accessories in your equipment, you
still further conserve and increase the lite
of your tires. You avoid delays, save
many wasted hours and Keep on going.
See the Firestone dealer now.

FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER CO.
Akrn. Ohi Brinchci and Dealers Everywhere
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French ReaarvtST" v

Reach Battle Front
Centlnned from Pan One

numbered nine divisions. In the sec-

tor of General Fritz von Below, ex-
tending across the Rheims front to
Sulppe. near Auberlvc, there were
eight divisions. The whole twenty-fiv- e

mites attacked vesterday had
thereforo been held till the eve of
battle by only seven or eight divisions.
The exact number of divisions en-
gaged yesterday Is not yet known, but
It seems to have been about twenty- -

five, or more than a quarter of a mil-
lion combatants.

There Is here n curious difference
nnd likeness ns compared with the
first phase of the offensive on March
21. To the seventeen divisions nlready
holding the sector of attack there
were ndded another seventeen. This
time the same number has been added
where there were only eight. Two
months ngo the front of attack was
about fortv miles long. This time a
rather dense force was employed, per-
haps because the Alsne height con-
stituted a formidable position nnd It
wns Intended to carry It at a single
rush.

While the front keeps Its present shape
the Germnn staff has necessarily n great
advantage over that of the Allies, in
that It Is acting from the renter of a
crescent, and hev are nround and out-

side of it. I have described the elaborate
measures tnken bv the enemy to secure
complete secrecy and the utmost speed
In bringing up tho army nf shock to Its
starting points

If enough time can he given to
preparations and, as my last message
showed, the pause had been abnormal
thev must gain a certain benefit of sur-
prise, and with this benefit such a mass
of shock must win a certain depth of
ground it is out of the question at the
present for the Allies to hold all pos-
sible sectors of attnek strongly enough
to make them perfectly secure, and In-

deed If they had men enough this Is not
the way In which they would be used.

Nothing Is more difficult for laymen
to seize, and yet nothing Is more cer-
tain, than the change of values the
war evolves Our onlv notions of the
Chemln-des-Dam- were obtained In a
time very different from the present
emergency, the time of fixed fronts and
of methods defensive and offensive that
are nlready to those of
us who have watched these blood-soake- d

hills and gullies for nearly four ears
through heartrending vicissitudes, who
remember Ilalg's and Smlth-Dorrlen-

first attempts to scale what seemed an
Impregnable fortress, who saw the
French bluecoats rush forward last sum-
mer till nt length they stood firm on the
cliffs of Craonne and Heutrfcblse, who
explored the dragon s cave at Malmason
fort and the vast Mont Parnasse quarry
when they still stunk from rotting flesh.

It Is no light thing that ground so
full of tragic memories should he lost
It seems onlv the other day that I was
adventuring along the Allctte by Anlzy- -

sleeping In a dugout In
Plnon forest, and examining the out
posts that then held the northern edge
of the hills

War pass little regard to sentiment.
and It Is not any spectacular stroke or
sentimental score that will restore the
falling fortunes of Ihe Hohenzollerns
No doubt Ihe French command round u

to the Alsne. Feebler men might have
temporized and lost In doing many
good lives which are after all more
sacred than the most sacred earth.

The attack could not be anticipated
It was far beyond the powers of the de-

fending force to ward It off. With sound
tectlcal sense the heaviest assault was
directed toward the eastern end of the
Alsne hills at Craonne as soon as it be-

came evident that this corner could not
bo held, and that from here the whole
line was In danger.

The German forces Include some of Ihe
specially trained units that fought in
Von Hutler's army In the March attack
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It wat'.only at heavjAi
got forward so quickly.
tired from position to po
confusion, continuous
that thtlr losses are 'small In I

with those of the Is'

point.

French

firing

enemy

What, then, has the Cr
gained? A showy advrtlte
off against his long list of
the position, whether for df
fense of the Alsne line,-,!- , foi

stronger than thatof the
tne l.aon mils behind It. vt

Looking beyond the Crown.'
the German effort as a whole, N
mo nccuunt stana : inis as
not strengthen and protect ltai
flank. Against this slight SM
benefit must be counted the
persal of forces Three larseYl
offensive have been successfully.!!
extending beyond Tpres to nearj
None of them can be ncsiected.'f
them must be fed under a syeterH
ing a ratio or loss constantly luflM
that of tho Allied defenders. 'j5?,S

I have said that the delay of Uk
act of the German offensive tuj
ma I. The first was. nerhans..'Tsrl
and execution, the most powerful
linn in the history of warfare,
second, the attack In FlanaetaV1
middle week of April, almost 'C
began as a diversion lntendecftl
the British reserves from th'iironi ann to tin tne intervalm
the reorganization of forces. ,

When Brlre W. risat?to middle or April the jO

armies occupied n fighting at
little but commence the strength
their new- - fronts as to lines of'i
and departure. Their staffs, hh
low, must, however, have been
engaged upon plans for the nest
Six or seven weeks then have l
constituting a new mass of atti

armament and transnorti'.
strucung roads and railways, dun
supply renters, in bringing forw
lerles, airdromes, hospitals and

rsc

lp tne
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Its

True, this is not as long uttof preparation for the first phaM'j
battle, which may be broadhrt'ee
as from New Year's to March !3there should he a vast dlfferea
tween the mounting of a wholljHa
offensive and Its pursuit Into theJj
stages A relentless continuity i

sure t eititenttc rt v.,v mfmmf
tance. after Ihe advantage of Uie
surprise. It Is the thing which',?
mujiuer win inu-- aim hi. aJ5

If the Germans did not keefxlj
on the main line of their attae
and south of the Somme after 'i

die cf April, It Is because thejr'j
not no so; ann tne partial ra
their extemporized campaign. In
should not disguise from us thlaMi
cant fact. t-- jVjs'l

It would ne useless at tnis I
the war, when all Germany de!
decision nnd nothing less. 'If'
offensive did net lead to the el
least of some place ot symbolic;'!
tance, such as Rheims, Verdun orl
But that would require a force Jl

grievous yesterday to order a retreat jns to cripple the major effort

so
northwest. All the military'
the German Mtategy Is against"
Jl.n.M.I nf mtft.Vt .jl

action by Austria
Is not open to these ohjectlo
uerman troops are cauea iorupan in It. It Is anticipated
little fear by our Allies that tB
sent romr good divisions tOJ4
to help bear what will be, ev
the Italian nolnt of view, the, I
portant shock. The desire UlWl
we-th- er conditions enable the'l
Au.i.lgni ia net mav ItA'tfjai
reason for delay of the GerrSaxa

,ture. TM
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